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CLASS 11 - LESSON 1
The Writing and Collection of the Holy Qur'an

From the time of the first revelation, the Muslims began to write down the
verses of the Holy Qur'an. They wrote the verses on animal-skins or
parchment or other objects. This is why, in many places the Holy Qur'an
refers to itself as al-Kitab (the written thing, the book)

In addition, the Prophet (S) appointed special scribes to record the
verses. Some of these scribes were “All bin Abi Talib (A), Ubayy bin
Ka’b, and later, Zaid bin Thabit. The Prophet (S) would immediately
inform these companions of the revelation of any new verses. He used
to worry that some of the verses might be forgotten, until Allah assured
him:
s/ o/
9{\'\)‘ cu . Jvu “ J,}u Y

ad

Do not move your z‘ongue with it (the Our an) to hasten |it.
}/"o}/ 2,0 s V(A

V) S5 anx Lhe !

Verily, its collection and its recitation is Our responsibility.
(al-Qiyamah, 75.:16,17)

At the time of dictation to the scribes, the Prophet (S) would also inform
them of the placement of that ayah or ayat in the sdrahs. It is for this
reason that we find Madani ayat in Makki surahs and vice versa.

Unlike the Bible, the Holy Qur'an was already in book-form by the time
the Prophet (S) passed away. A proof of this fact is his famous Hadithof
Thaqalayn:

‘I am leaving behind among you two weighty (precious) things, the Book
of Allah, and my Ahlul Bayt...”

Authenticity and Completeness of the Holy Qur'an
The Shi‘ah are often accused that they believe in a different Qur'an, one
that contains 40 Paras (instead of 30)! This is, of course, a lie and

anyone can visit our mosques anywhere in the world to see for
themselves the copies of the Holy Qur'an that we recite from.
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We believe that the Holy Qur'an that we have in our hands is no more or
less than that which was revealed to the Prophet (S). This is for several
reasons.

1. Allah Himself has undertaken the responsibility for preserving it as
seen in the verse above. Furthermore, He says:

{u},, : /if} el G S \)ﬁ/.\f\ )

/s 7/ /
Verily, those W/70 d/sbe//e ve in the Quran when it comes to z‘hem (should

know) z‘haz‘ itis a Book of exalted power.

’(H}Wrgzuayyw YJ‘\.::\J/UJ }LU\MD&!

No fa/sehood can come at it from before /f or from beh/nd it /z‘ /s a
revelation from the All-Wise, the Praiseworthy.(Ha Mim, 41:41,42)

2. There are may traditions from the Prophet (S) and our Imams (A)
describing the rewards (thawab) of reciting individual surahs of the Holy
Qur'an. So if the complete Qur'an did not exist at the time of the Prophet
(S), then he or his successors could not have described the thawab of
every surah separately.

References

The Qur'an and Hadith, Syed Akhtar Rizvi, Pages 39-46.
Holy Qur'an, Tafsir by S V Mir Ahmed Ali
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 2
Du‘a from the Holy Qur'an
Introduction

Du‘a means a prayer to Allah. It is different from Salat, because in Du‘a,
you can say the prayer in any language, at any time and in any manner
you like.

Imam °Ali (A) has said: “Put your faith in Allah. Seek His protection. Ask
from Him alone. To give as well as to withhold lies in His power. Ask for
as much of His favours as you can. Allah owns the treasures of the
heavens and the earth.”

Sometimes your Du‘a is not immediately answered. Do not be
disappointed, but continue to pray. Be patient and believe sincerely in
His help. Acceptance of your prayer does not mean an instant fulfilment
of your wish. Perhaps what you have asked for will prove harmful to you
and not getting that request may be a blessing in disguise.

Allah says about Du‘a,

/ii).o O)L; u'& L;s\.,.c A0 \;\j

w7 »/
And when My servam‘s ask you (O /l//uhammad) abouf me, then (say fo

fhem fhaz‘ ) ver//y am very near.
0 7 ¥

QL@ \3\ \,\3\ 3y w}\

/ answer the pra yer of z‘he supp//cam‘ When he asks from Me.
VD A VAN 74 0} 0o 0 L0/

{\/\'\} Q}J\.«.:)i (‘@M .\}wa‘}.}}‘.}j M
w/
So they should hear My call, and believe in Me, so fhaz‘ they may be led
aright. (al-Baqgarah, 2:186)

The above should be recited before any other Du‘a, as it increases our
faith and reminds us of the close attention of Allah. From this verse also,
we learn that the recital of Du‘a is necessary and Wajib for all Muslims.
(Read more detail about verse 2:186 (Agha Plya’s commentary) in the
Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali, pages 137,138)
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The importance of Du‘a is seen in Salat, where there is a special
opportunity to do Du‘a. This is in Qunut. In this lesson, we will learn the
meanings of some Du‘a that are found in the Holy Qur'an.

Du‘a 1
s s 0 Ve . s gty

L35 V\Ldu)yg)&«d JJLa r@.\l\

O Allah, Master of the k/ngdom/ You gn;e z‘hf k/ngdom fo whom You like,
[ [ Vdd

9\......:0.«.6&&.«5\)&)

/

and You take away the k/ngdom from whom You like.
VAV S V4 VAV B V4

va..a dw; 9L..Au.4)aaj

You exalt W/70/77 You //ke and abase Whom You //ke,'
YA/ ( 2o/ 0

{V'\} )),\9 sru,.e G u,\.c JM:J\ _SM

in Your hand /s fhe good ver/éy You ha ve po wer over a// things.
x4

JJJ\ 56 o L dﬁ
You cause z‘he n/ghz‘ z‘o pass into the aay, and You cause the aay fo pass

/m‘o z‘he n/ghz‘
YA,

w7z 0 7 o,
u;J\ ' woJ\ C);uj wd\u,ou;d\ C);uj
/
You bring forth z‘he living from the dead, and You bring fon‘h the dead

from fhe living,
s 7 . } 0 //

£1v) uL..;- J.A,; sLI5 o BU 0

and You give susz‘enan_ce 1‘0 W/70/77 You like, without measure.
(Ali-Imran, 3.26,27)

The verses emphasise that Authority is Allah’s alone. He can give it to
someone or take it away. Similarly, dignity and respect are His to give
and take away. His Power is over all things. Life and death and the
natural order of day and night all progress by His permission. He is the
only Provider and to Him alone we should turn.
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The Prophet (S) and the Imams (A) have encouraged us to constantly
read this prayer so that our faith in the Power of Allah becomes firmly
rooted in our hearts and minds. It is highly recommended to recite this
Du‘a every morning after Fajr prayers, so that your livelihood is assured.

This Du‘a probably contains “Ismul Azam”, the greatest name of Allah,
and so if it is recited with complete faith and presence of mind, every
legitimate desire will be accepted.

Du‘a 2
/ 2o / v L0/ 0 s A0 8 o~ s
{\"\} w.«}\zj\).?- C.J.\/} L;«})\} U )LC«LQ Li‘\ Lf)

O our Lord! We believe, so forgive us and have mercy on us, and You
are Most Merciful. (al-Mu'mindan, 23:109)

Allah says in the preceding verses that, in the midst of all the
disbelievers, there was a group of people who always recited this Du‘a.
Recite this Du‘a often in Qunut and at other times to gain the mercy of
Allah, which keeps you safe from the evil of this world and the
punishment of the Day of Judgement.
Du‘a 3 » . 5
s/ /g0 14
)...J\ u:....ga) s \.3 /Ja.,a.d\ v.av 5
/s He not (the best one) who answers the d/sfressed when he calls tfo
Him, and removes the distress? (an-Naml, 27.62)

Allah asks who can be better than Him to turn to in trouble? Indeed, this
prayer is the best one for removing distress and suffering.

References

Qunoot, Peermohamed Ebrahim Trust
Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Alli
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 3

Stories from the Holy Qur'an

Fir‘aun of the Pegs.

Prophet MUsa rescued the Bani Isra-il from Firaun. He took them away
from Egypt to Palestine.

The kings of Egypt used the title Pharaoh or Fir‘aun. The Fir‘aun
referred to in the Holy Qur’an is probably Rameses II.

The Holy Qur'an says:

0 & 070 /
{\~} JU)Y\ S>3 O oS 229

/ / 7/

And Fir‘aun, the Owner of the Stakes (pegs).
/7 0 . 0{/ / .
O o sk il
/ / w/ /

Who transgressed in the cities,

oy S0 G 1506

And multiplied wickedness therein,
A VAR VAN NN V4 ¢ 77

v ¥ Olie Ly &y e b

So your Lord let fall on them the whip of punishment.
N I A N
o) slo,dU Sy 0l
/ / / /
Verily, your Lord is (always) watchful. (al-Fajr, 89:10 - 14)

Fir‘aun used to kill everyone who refused to believe him as God. His
favourite method of killing his victims was to nail them to the ground or a
post. Hence he has been called “the owner of the pegs” in the above
verse. Among those he killed was his wife Asiya, who was a believer in
Allah. She has been named as one of the four noblest women ever

created.
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The punishment of Allah finaIIy overtook Fir‘aun. The Holy Qur'an says:
/0 /8 0/

)AJ\ J.,)\ L))j\.}j

/ "//

And when We caused z‘he Bani Isra-il to pass through the sea,
o s For S K o }o/o. o}//o//

\).\c«) L:g a.!).é-) Q}G)ﬁ v.@.u.:
then Fir‘aun and h/s arm y chased them /n rebe///on and hostility;

36 50 &N \S\

And When he began fo drown he or/eo’
0 //"’

“1 belie ve z‘haz‘ z‘here /s no Goa’ buz‘ He n Whom the Bani Isra-il
believe...(Yunus 10:90)

The mummified remains of Rameses Il exist today in the Cairo Museum.

Medical examination of the mummy reveals that the cause of death was
drowning.

Moreover, the examination of the mummy reveals that the body could
not have stayed in the water for long, because it does not show signs of
deterioration due to prolonged submersion.

The Holy Qur'an says:

//"/ /o/ s/ 7 /} /o/o/
su\ djg.ﬂ Jw\,.) D’J

This day We save you in your boo’y so z‘haz‘ you ma y be a sign for those
who come after you... (Yunus, 10:92)

References

Commentary Sdra al-Fajr, S V Mir Ahmed Alli
Qur’an and Modern Science, M Bucaille, Pages 16,17
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 4
Sdrah al °Alaq - 1

Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has nineteen verses. It is Surah
number 96 in the Holy Qur'an. ““Alag” means “Clot of blood”

The first five Ayat of this Strah were the first verses to be revealed to
the Holy Prophet (S). After reciting or hearing the last verse, there is a
Wajib Sajdah.

Text and Translation

\ \ A.U\
gl g Al o
In the Name of A//ah z‘he Beneﬂcenf, the Mercitul

{ } /s 7 ‘)\: / [ b T/ g \
> d AR
/ / )9
1. Read (O Muhammad) in z‘he name of your Lord who created (all

z‘h/'ngs)

// [} / //

2. He creaz‘ed man from a clot.
20 s Qs 90
*{Y‘} g )S? g)\) )) 9 \ J.s\
3. Recite (O Muhammad)! Your Lord is the most honourable,

A (/

(o) b e
4. Who taught (fo Wr/z‘e) W/fh the pen,

0o 07 0/

£o} (..Lu (J QL...JY\

5. (He) taught man what he d/d not know.

{}Qﬁ;/%d\ﬁ

6. Nay, verily man t‘ends z‘o rebel,
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 5

Sdrah al °Alaq - 2

/o 20 )7 Z
{ } wa -] \ ) Q\
7. As he thinks himself self-sufficient.

o @ g /g
A \ \ 5 \ \ \
) Gt o ol 9l
8. Verily to your Lord is the return.
76/ /s Vs
’( )‘ u‘é"’ d.\j w)\

9. Have you seen h/m who forbids
d 7z o/

{\}O,L.a\; loue

70. A servant (of Ours) When he prays?
ox Ve / g R Y/ P4

OV Sagdl e o Q\ ol

11. Have you thought if he (fhe pra yer) /s rightly guided,
vd / 0 7

9{\\‘)‘ ngdb)ﬂ j\

12. Or he en/oms piety?

Oy S50 /3§Q bt

13. Have you thought that if he belies z‘he truth and turns back,

s/ /{ 0 A0/ 0 /7
£re¥ Ko 4l Qb NWIN
14. Does he not know z‘haz‘ Allah sees?

(o Loy (5 G5 3F 1 56

15. Nay, (let him beware), if he does noz‘ desist We surely drag him by
the forelock,

£\ ) AJaL> wa\f wb
d
76. A fore/ock /y/ng, S/nn/ng
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/ / )/o/
’(\\’)e ‘U.’!

17. Then, let him call h/s council of associates,

{\A} // /; )//

18. We too shall call z‘he (sz‘em) keepers of hell.
7 02 0 s So S s g 2
£} u).a\) el alss ¥ S

7/
19. Nay, do not obey him, buz‘ prostrate yourself and draw near (fo your

Lord).
Merits of Reciting Saratul °Alaq

1. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites this Surah will be
regarded as though he has recited the entire Qur'an.

2. Imam Ja‘far as Sadiq (A) is quoted saying that one who recites this
Sdrah, then dies that day or night will have died as a martyr and like
one who assisted the Holy Prophet (S) with his sword.

Reference
The Holy Quran, S V Mir Ahmad °Ali
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 6
The Event of Ghadir

After performing his farewell Haj, the Prophet (S) was heading back to
Madina when the foIIowmg Ayah was revealed:

A e 7
Ju) ~ JJ\ J,,\ ¥ &J,%J\ ol b
O Prophet! De// ver Whaz‘ has been sent down fo you from your Lord;
S s s egs // 00/ 0 /
Al & G4 r< 3l
/
and if you do not do /f, (it will be as if) you have not delivered His

message (at all),
/s } os S, 7

/ / "
and Allah W/// proz‘ecz‘ you from (z‘he m/'sch/'eﬂ of men;
0O 00

£} JJKJ\ il L;.\é, NI Q\
verily Allah does not gum’e a disbelie V/ng people. (al /I/la ‘Idah, 5.67)

On receiving this command, the Prophet (S) stopped immediately and
gathered the Muslims. The date was 18" of Dul Hijjah, 10AH. The place
was Ghadir Khum. The Prophet (S) delivered a lengthy sermon,
recounting and summarising the message of Islam. At the end, he asked
the audience if he had conveyed to them the commands of Allah,
enumerating them one after the other. The huge gathering all said in one
voice, “Yes!”.

At this point, the Prophet (S) asked them, “Do | not have a greater
authority over you than your own selves?” They agreed. Then the
Prophet (S) called Imam °Ali (A) and raising him high so that everyone
could see him, he said, “O people! Allah is my Mawla (Master) and | am
the Mawla of the faithful.” Then, he declared:

Wie L L 5L
Of whomever | am“the Master, (this) ‘Ali is his (l//asz‘er.
Sl N oale 5 s Ha Jl el
O Allah! Love those who /o ve him, and be z‘he enemy of his enemies.

e Ve

4.[.1; u_c JJAIJ 5 yrand :)_a J.J.A.IIJ
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Help those who help him, and forsake those who forsake him.

After this, the Prophet (S) descended from the pulpit and the Muslims
gathered around Imam °Ali (A) to congratulate him and promise him their
allegiance.

With the matter of succession secure, the following verse was revealed

at this time: 5 Y
] / ] / 0/ & /00
s S0 8T
/

This day | have perfected for you your religion,

0 0 0 B o6 s o
L] -

"

it - C,.A.A.)\j

®/ 7/

and have completed My favour on you,
/7 0 2, s B s/

s y
7/ / /
and have chosen for you Islam (as your) religion. (al Ma‘idah, 5:3)

Imam °Ali ar Rida (A) has said that the day of Ghadir is a day of °Id. It is
a blessed day. One should fast and devote the day to the worship of
Allah. Amongst the A°’mal are 2 Raka‘at Salat (like Subh), after which
100 times “Alhamdu Lillah” and 100 times “Shukran Lillah” should be
recited, followed by Ziyarat of Imam °Ali (A).

References

Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Al
Ahlul Bait; Their Status, Manner and Course, Al-Balagh Foundation
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 7

Sdarah al Inshirah

Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Strah
number 94 in the Holy Qur'an. “Inshirah” means “Expansion”, and refers
to the word “Nashrah” used in the first verse.

This Sarah is considered as a continuation of the previous Surah (ad
Duha).

Text and Translation
woll el Al
*/ / / ;
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent the Merciful

/s /0 / //0/0'./0//
’(\ 4 P &\5 ‘C').‘J.: H\
1. Have We not expanded for you (O Muhammad) your heart,

//0. / / /0/.//
*{‘f)‘ ib)} B LL:..ajj
/

2. And taken off from you your burden,

A YA Ard
v¥ A, LD N
’( )‘ o2y 55/
3. Which weighed down your back,
S AN Il
o)y 455 ol Casys

4. And exalted your fame?
0o fo s g 7

7o}
€ ey OB
/ /
5. Verily, with every difficully there is ease,
00 o0 fo s g
TG S ]
6. Verily, with every difficully there is ease,

RGN A
V) ol e s 13
/
7. So when you have completed (the duties of your ministry), then
establish (your successor),
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) L5685 o1
/ /

8. And fo your Lord, return.

Tafsir

Ayah 1: The term “expanded your breast (or heart)” is an expression
used in the Holy Qur'an to mean increasing the capacity of the person to
receive knowledge and guidance from Allah. The Prophet (S) was
specially blessed by Allah to understand and carry out His commands.

Ayat 2, 3: The burden is the great responsibility of spreading the
message of Islam that the Prophet (S) worked so hard for. The Prophet
(S) had prayed for a helper and Allah had appointed Imam °Ali (A) to
help him to lighten the burden.

Ayah 4: The fame of the Holy Prophet (S) was secured for all time when
Allah made Salawat on him Wajib in every Salat and in the Adhan.

Ayat 5,6: After declaring his Prophethood, the life of the Prophet (S) had
been filled with struggle and difficulty. At times it seemed that Islam and
the Muslims would not survive. He had faced all these trials with
patience. Here, Allah assures him that after hardship there would be
ease. The verse is repeated to emphasise the promise of Allah that the
mission of the Prophet (S) would be successful and the whole of “Arabia
would come under the fold of Islam.

Ayah 7: This important verse is a command to the Prophet (S) to inform
the people of his successor. Now that his mission was coming to an end,
the Prophet (S) would soon depart this world. One important task that
remained was to nominate his successor. He appointed Imam °Ali (A) at
Ghadir Khum on 18" Dhul Hijjah in 10 AH.

Ayah 8: An invitation from Allah to the Prophet (S) to retire from this
world of his own will and return to Him.
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Merits of Reciting Surah al Inshirah

The Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites it will be given a reward
as though he had met the Prophet (S) grieved, and had removed the
cause of his grief.

References

Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Al
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 8
The Issue of Tahrif in the Holy Qur'an

Tahrif refers to tampering with the letters or words of the verses of the
Holy Qur'an, changing them from the original revealed form. There are
many weak Hadith about such changes. Indeed, the Shi‘ah are often
accused of believing in a different Qur'an than the one in common use;
one that contains many more verses, including some that clearly state
the merits of Imam °Ali (A). These accusations are baseless, as we do
not and have never had a Qur'an any different from the one all Muslims
use today.

The Holy Qur'an itself denies that any verses have been changed
because Allah Hlmself pledges to guard it:

() d,saba Al 35755 §

Verily, We have sent down the Rem/nder (Quran) and We will most
surely be its guardian (al Hijr, 15:9)

The Holy Qur an further sa s
4/ 0 / sl /S Z
i\} ))f u& ‘U} v,lb&\.} LJ)SG.'\H.) \j)nf .\f\ B)

Verily those W/70 d/sbe//e ve in the Reminder ( Our an) when /f comes (o
them (shou/d kno W) that it mosz‘ sure/y it /s a m/ghtj/ Book.

Falsehood shall ne ver come z‘o it from before /z‘ or from behind it

/ /0 g z
o) s /m/g«* o

a revelation from the Wise, the Praised One.
(Ha Mim Sajdah, 41:41,42)

From the above verses we see that the Holy Qur'an is divinely protected
from any tampering.
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The issue of Tahrif is based on the original collection and compilation of
the verses of the Holy Qur'an, because there is no question that after the
time of the third Caliph, the verses have been transmitted from Muslim to
Muslim with any change. If there was any tampering, it would have
occurred just after the passing away of the Prophet (S).

From Hadith we know that this cannot have happened. Here are three
proofs.

1. The Hadith of Thagalayn is famous and undisputed. The Prophet (S)
said, “l am leaving behind “Thaqalayn” (the two weighty things). The
Book of Allah (Qur'an) and my Ahlul Bayt....” The fact that he said he
was leaving the Qur'an meant that it was already in a compiled form,
and was known to the Muslims.

2. The Prophet (S) said, “Jibra“ll had placed before me the Qur’an for
review once a year and in the last year of my ministry, he did so twice
which indicated that the time of my departure from this world was
close at hand.” This shows that both Allah and the Prophet (S) acted
to ensure that no alteration in the verses could occur.

3. Various Ahadith from the Prophet (S) describe reciting particular
Sduras in certain prayers. If these Suras were not known to the people,
they would not have understood what to do. It therefore follows that
the Holy Qur'an was available already compiled in the lifetime of the
Prophet (S).

References
The Collection & Preservation of Qur'an (Al Bayan fi Tafsiril Qur'an),

Ayatullah Syed Abul Qasim al Khu'.
The Holy Quran, S V Mir Ahmad °Ali
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 9
Sdrah al Layl
Introduction

This Sdrah was revealed in Makka. It has twenty one verses. It is Surah
number 92 in the Holy Qur'an. “Layl” means “Night”.

Text and Translation

\ \ «U\
Pt gell) Al
/n the Name of A//ah the Beneﬂcenz‘ the Merciful

s 0 7 oy 7
OF o 131 g0
By the night when it veils (all z‘h/ngs with darkness),
& 7 7 s8 7
£} u};u 3L
By the day when it appears radjant,
/ $, - s
DS PR
By that (,00 Wer) which created male and female.

& 7 o}:/o/
\,.,. O\

Verily your st‘r/wng /s for diverse ends.

s g

/07
{ } U uj” Lo Ll
He who gives (to others) and adopts Tagwa (is mindful of Allah’s laws),
< S o N Edrd
’( )‘ L Saes

And believes in fhe best (Islam),
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) &N

We shall indeed make smoofh z‘he path to bliss for him,

s oo R
’( )‘ u‘"‘“‘“ |5 J’“ g Ll
But he who does not give (is m/ser/y) and thinks himself
self-sufficient,

) oAl U5
And belies the b;sz‘ (/s/am)
0 2o /}/ <
) Sl

We shall indeed make smooth for h/m the paz‘h to affliction,

() SEFQECE B

And his riches will not ava// him when he perishes.

{\V} $/}o/ /j// 6\

Verily it is for Us fo guide (show z‘he right way),

£ ¥ u)ﬂ); o/;;-b/ 3 Sb

And to Us belong the end (hereafter) and the beg/nn/ng (the worldly life).

{\i} ng: / / (Sjo/ //

So | warn you of the blazing fire
s /7 0 7 /7

/0 &
Oo) 2o 9 G 3
No one will be thrown in it but the most wretched,
s 74
{\'\} uj))) u.\ggﬁ.\f\

Who belies the truth and z‘ums his back.

{ . v} /osl /};/ V24 ;

.q

He who safeguards himself against evil shall be removed far from It,
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Oy 5o A0 5 ol
»/ 7/
Who gives of his wealth to purify himself,
/0 {;‘ R y 2 s, s/
) 8500 e o oae aY Lo
7 / / / 7/ /
And (not in return for) any favour done fo him by anyone that should be
recompensed,
20 %€ W’ e 7 /0
vk okl ) as sl g\
{ } ‘.5\.“ //. / /~ /
Save the seeking of the pleasure of his Lord, the Most High,

() o5 S

And soon he shall attain contentment.

Tafsir

Ayat 1-4: Here Allah mentions the contrast found in nature. The
darkness of night is contrasted with the light of the day. The nature of
men is contrasted with that of women. Similarly, the conclusion is found
in verse 4, where it is stated that man’s aims in life are diverse - either
towards good or in contrast, towards evil.

Ayat 5-11: The righteous Muslim is identified as one who is generous
with what he has been blessed with, one who is mindful of the limits set
by Allah and one who sincerely believes in Islam. For such a person,
Allah makes the path easier so that the journey to heaven is smoother.
In contrast, the evil ones adopt miserliness, greed, arrogance and they
belittle Islam. For them, Allah makes the path to Hell smoother. And the
riches which he was so proud of will be of no use to him in the hereafter.
Ayat 12-21: Allah has taken upon Himself the responsibility for the
guidance of humanity. To this end He sent books, messengers and
guides. After that, man was allowed to use his freedom of choice to
decide his own actions. For those who choose to defy and disobey Allah,
a blazing fire awaits. They are described as the most wretched. On the
other hand, those who choose the path of obedience and piety, for them
awaits eternal bliss in the next life. They will be the content ones.
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Merits of Reciting Surah al Layl

The Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites this Strah will be given so
much that he is satisfied, and Allah will not let him be exposed to
hardship and will make life easy for him.

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Alli
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 10
Prophet Ibrahim (A) and Namrad

When Namrud claimed to be god, Prophet Ibrahim (A) confronted him.
He first told the king that Allah controls life and death, but Namrad said
that he could order the death of any of his subjects at any time, so he
too controlled life and death. At that time Prophet Ibrahim (A) issued
another challenge and Namrud could not reply.

The Holy Qur'an says:

Ly N 0 g ~7 Jj ¢ L0

S IATRACIRA o B el T gl ) 5]l
777 »/ 7/ / 7/ /

Did you not see him who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord, because

Allah had g/ven him z‘he k/ngdom ?
ya S /s /0

/0
s L;m el A6 )
s il V**” A
When lbrahim sa/d fo h/m. My Lord /s He who gives life and causes to

d/e 7
// /

He sa/a’ i (a/so) g/ve //fe and cause to d/e
0 7 0

FFIRIACITR AU RE r““‘f‘ 36

/s 7/

Then /brah/m said: l/er//y, A//ah causes z‘he sun fo r/se from the east,
s /7, 0/ 0
/

So you cause it to rise from z‘he Wesz‘ I” 7'/7us he Who disbelieved was
made speech/ess

{xon) U,JL@\ %1 k;.\é, AU

And Allah does not gwa’e the unjust peop/e. (al Bagarah, 2:258)

Qur’an Page 11.23 www.madressa.net



Prophet Ibrahim (A) lived with his uncle Azar, who made and sold idols.
While still a young boy of 16, he decided to confront his people.

The Holy Qur'an says: o s \ _
£v ) oedle w L{) Mo > o..«\.w) (wm\):\ Lo) o

Verily, We gave lbrahim his upr/ghz‘ness (from) before, and We knew him
well.
/

Gy 5,86 2l A el s Gy 8 363

When he said fo his father (uncle) and his peop/e, “‘What are fhese

images fo W/7/C/7 you c//ng (as objects of Worsh/p)?”
s S 20 s s

{o‘{‘} u;.\.:Lc L@.S b;«b\ b.‘\}-) \)5\.9

They said, “We found our fathers worshippers of them.”
sz o}/ o}} A4

2 s 7 'y
’{Oi} u.:md))\aa v;b\j r) AA Jb
s /7 - /
Verily, you and your fathers have been in clear error.”
/ Ve / /s g ey L, 70 //o/}f
Lo} e e il ol gl Ll G
Vi / / / /
They said, ‘Have you brought us the truth or are you one of those who
Jjest?”
} s

) ose / avard e 7 03 2y s 4L
/ / /
He said, “No! Your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, who
creaz‘ed z‘hem

{o'\} U;.UEL.J\ u,a (S) u,\.c

ana’ /am gne 01; those W/70 b}ear witness to this.
[ /7, / 7 0/ A L g7 g 77
{ov} u).»)”\" \ Lol d.\,ﬂ «UUJ
And, by Allah, /sha// devise a scheme against your idols after you go
awa y and turn your backs.”

VO N m}éf\ﬁfﬂﬂ s W5

/

So he broke them into pieces, except the chief of them, that possibly
the y ma y refum fo /z‘

(o) S ‘u\ ATV IR F

They said, “Who has done this z‘o our gods? Verily, he is of the unjust.”

/,//
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They said, "We heard a youth speak of them. He /s called lbrahim.”
{ }/.}/o./ 0 Sygrs Lﬂ\ }o\/ ~ \{g \j\g
WF O - ) ' \ O
Mty ol PO el ol 4 1
They said, “Then bring him before the e yes of the people, that they may
bear W/z‘ness

() ’M\,\ AT VSR RKIH

Ay

They said, “Did you do this to our gods O lbrahim?”
//: ./ /;‘g 0 S }/o / // }/// o//
€ar) Osday 158 01 padlls ,»5

He said, ‘(No) he did it ( W/70 ard it). Here is their ch/elf ask z‘hem, if they
can sp eak 5
/s /7

() S;J/UZS\ " ;@ JGE ﬁ“‘”‘ o 1508

Then they turned fo themselves and said, “Verily, you are yourselves

un/usz‘
0o/ 0 Ve S Yl }

VA 9}/
’('\O}Q)ﬁa.li&jﬁ ;...d.c.\.d ("6‘“”)&’\&\
7/
Then they turned down on their heads (utterly baffled). (They said) “You
know full well that these (idols) do not speak!”
0SB s s /o/ oS S s s a4 S s S lossy s s
{'\'\} (‘Si\,a) Y L (.{u.g Y Lol gas O O JG
/ / 7/

He said, “What! Do you worship then beside Allah that which cannot
profit you or do you harm?

/}o//// /}}o: s 7/ 0} w.)
{'\V} Q}Lw))\.s «H\ Q).’S JUUE oK L«J) s
/ v
Fie on you and those yeu Worsh/p beside Allah. Whaz‘/ Do you not
undersz‘and?”

0 S s~ /
) u.J.c r{@\ Ly ol g %s JG

They said, Bum h/m and sa ve your gods, if you do (an ythin, }g at all)”

) M‘y‘ e G0 G u»;)b )

We (Allah) said, “O fire, be cool and safe for lbrahim.”
o % /‘} /o////o/'/ S s

7/ /
v ¥ el 2l WS @ 1Dl
7/ //
And they intended fo entrap him, but We made them the worst losers.

Qur’an Page 11.25 www.madressa.net



vl }/ B oy A

{V\} u..«JL.U L&*’ L» v’j\ fﬂ‘ uﬁ\ 3 oo
And We de//vered him ana’ Lat (and broughz‘ z‘hem safe/y) to the land

which We have blessed for the universe. (al Anbiya, 21:51-71)

Reference
The Holy Quran, S V Mir Ahmad Al
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 11
Prophet Yusuf (A) and the King’s Dream

The adventures of Prophet YUusuf (A) are recounted in detail in the Surah
by his name. After arriving in Egypt, he was falsely accused and was put

in prison through no fault of his. The Holy Qur'an says:
{ } g PP o o ﬁ\ \e}\// L: o/ . S // 4}
Yo ' Vs Aol > ) o l) SUSE SN
/U.T/;. d} " - 7/ Uj Nj v)
Then it occurred fo them (even) after they had seen the signs (of his
innocence) that they should put him in prison for a time.

(Yisuf 12:35)

In prison Prophet Yusuf (A) met two men, whose asked him to explain

their dreams to them:
. prr ss s

Ol o) ans J35
/ /

And two young men em‘ered z‘he pr/son with him.
7o 7, S S} g s /

w7 "//

One of them said: I/er//y | saw myself (/n a dream) pressmg wine.’

YA ;//o/} [} ~ s

).Q J§ \J.~> u‘“b O J,o.}\ \) u)\ );-Y\ JB

w7
And the other said: /saW myself (in a dream) carrying bread on my
head, and birds Were eaz‘/ng z‘hereof
/ o S o - /o /
Vi / Ve / /

“Tell us” (they said) “the /m‘erprez‘az‘/on, verily we see you are one who
does good.” (Yusuf, 12:36)

Prophet Yusuf, (A) after preaching about Allah, explained the two men’s
dreams: 5 .
Z 0 / &7 [-] // / rd ] / / /
\ “) L&Su\}-\ Ln\ \ La L
) gl gmle b
“O my two fellow - prisoners, as to one of you, he will pour out wine for
his lord fo drink;
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as fto the oz‘her, he sha// be crucvﬂed, then the birds shall eat from his
head.

{i\} O/*o:o z u év\j\ }oy ;49

s/

The maftter that you z‘wo ha ve eskea’ has been decreed so.
(Yusuf, 12:417)

Prophet Yusuf (A) then asked the prisoner that was to survive to mention
him to the king, but the prisoner forgot until the king had a dream which

no one could interpret: »
A A4 & &
Ja)wu))f W@w\ygmdu}

And he sa/d fo h/m of the two W/70 /7e knew would be saved, ‘Mention
me fo your ford.” 5
/ ¢/

() S g o2l ;C%suw JAWRE

But Shaytan causea’ him fo forgef fo menflon it to h/s lord, so he stayed
n pnson for some years
g o/ } 2 / /// s o/
” //
And z‘he king said: “|/en/y / saw in a dream seven fez‘ cows

W/7/C/7 seven lean ones were devouring,
AP 24 0 . N Vv

uL.,.:b P\)),a;-u}kw.e =

d
and seven green ears (of com) and other (seven) dry.
Sos } . soe

g Ses /oz 053 Y
€or) oo LN 250 @b g el Sl gl b

O my ch/efs exp/a/n fo me m y dream if you can /nz‘erprez‘ dreams.”
2o / s/ 0 2 0 s

£ ¥ Mu (M,sy\ wu o L (M,s\ B G

/s 7 7/
They said: “( These are) confusea’ dreams, ena’ we do not know the
Interpretation of such dreams.”
/s /7

gE sos 2 / s 2o v ) Z
NP L~e-‘ Lo Lf*\f\ I

‘u\ RS
And he of the z‘wo was re/eased and (now) at length remembered, said.
° // A } / ore
io} Q )L.ﬂ SICR\E j\..: | Ul

s7 7 7

‘I will give you /z‘s /nferprez‘az‘/on, so let me go for it.
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“O Yusuf the truthful, expound for us z‘he seven faf cows
;s R o} o or 7/ go/ }}}

uL..a b \ j u))\mu 9 e bz.c b
which se ven lean ones are de vouring and the se ven green ears (of corn)

and other (seven) dry,

() Ools W L0 }C’;T A

that | may return to the people, so that they may know.”
s 7 s o/ /}/o//:

Lls s = 09805 JB
Vi
He; }sa/a’ “You sha// sow se ven year}s as ugue/
v . 4700 d s s
’{i\/} Q}\S‘ L«,e ))U.D Q\ oj).}\.e v).,\.a} L«s
but that which you reap, /ea ve in its ears, excepz‘ a little, of which you
s . shall eat. s
&g/77 00y 7/ /s /8 / / -2 / / 0/ [ 24
sl wmead G SU A0 Sl Q08 g e 0
o o S T B e e G
Then, after that, will come seven years of hardship which will consume
all that you have laid up beforehand aga/hsz‘ them,

{er) w;:;‘ Co 58 9)

/

except a little W/7/C/7 you sha// preserve
0/ Y A A ) 0/ g }

{i’\} Q)),a.a) u) u«»u u\.a)u r\&u\b.«\v ) u)b (g

/ "/
Then will come efz‘er z‘haz‘ a yearin Wh/ch people W/// ha ve abundant rain,
and in which they will press (the grapes). (Yusuf, 12:42-49)
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 12
Signs of Allah (Recitation Practice)

In many places in the Holy Qur'an, Allah recounts His Signs and asks us

to think about them. Let us study some of these verses
g srs o B,

SRS IR IRt L5.\5\

7/
He it is who sends down water from the hea vens for you, from it you
arink,
} g/ /. ya o /

and out of it (grows) plants Wh/ch you use as pasz‘ure for your catfftle.
A 4 ot 7
O e J \ 9 ) )5\ “ w

Vad /

He grows for you thereby comn, 0//ves

A, N K VA

u\fd\ > oleVis J*’d\)

daz‘es gré/z‘oes and fruits of every kind.
0/, A= s/

() 55,55 A ﬁ;u/

®/ 7/

Verily, in this is a sign for z‘hose W/70 ref/ect (an Nahl, 16:10,117)

AL ey ZF20

0t s s s
Sl G5 fm S gj 03 G,

And whatever He has produced in the earth of var/ed colours,
0o/, A~ 7 /

£} Q} .u UJ LY u\ls S0

w/
verily, there is a sign in this for fhose who (grat‘efu//y) bear in mind (the
favours of Allah)

Lg,iau;fi; FER S .\f\/}/

He itis W/70 has made fhe sea submissive (fo you) that you may eat

fresh meat from it,
2B L0 £ 2o 0 0o L0 s/

L gl «Jo- w B"J-"*—*’J

and obtain ornamenfs W/7/C/7 you wear.
o/ 0 pros s Vs So Y

WL o \)’*AJ u);-\,o g)\h“ CS)SJ

Vo 7/ / /s 7/

You see the ships cleaving through it z‘haz‘ you may seek of His grace,
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and that you may give thanks. (an Nahl, 16:13,14)

s s 2o /}..(: L0 7 e s
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/ 7/ 7/ / */ 7/ /
And in the fruits of the date-palm and in the grapes, from which you
oblain intoxicant drinks
Z7 ,:o. /
' B
/

and (other) goodly nourishment.
VA A VAR VR Y A

“ A T 4
{'w} O shan U"S «33} B\E S B)
7/ a4 s/ 4 s/
Verily, in this is a sign for the people who understand.
(an Nahl, 16.67)

sz 8 sy s . Moo s oy 07/ {/ 0/ 0/
e oLl a8 1S J1 W BT 1
7/ /s / 7/
What! Do they not see that We have made the night so that the may rest

therein, and z‘/;e o}fa y to give them light (fo see)?
/ [ o/

- SR
) Opei pad LY As 50
7/ d vl 7/ w7/ 7/
Verily, there are signs in this for people who believe.
(an Naml, 27.86)

Reference
The Holy Quran, S V Mir Ahmad °Ali
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 13
Science in The Holy Qur'an
Embryology

The description of the development of the human baby in the womb of
the mother has been described in several places in the Holy Qur'an.
Modern scientists marvel at the accuracy of the process described in its
verses.

The Holy Qur'an says

o/, /o/ 7 0P S2re
> .«\y (S)Lé,a\ Q)Sa) (.g.nl;o
7/ s

He creates you in z‘he womb of your mofhers, /n stages, one after
anofher,

2.
u))\a
./
n fhree ( ve//s 01? darkness.

/}/o} g S o}o }/o 22V VAN e

) O S5 2 G4 Y 5 7K
He is Allah, your Lord. His is fhe k/ngdom (authority). There is no god but
He, where then do you turn away? (az Zumar 39.6)

The stages in the development of human embryos was not described
until the 20th century. According to modern scientific knowledge, the
three veils of darkness may refer to: (1) the anterior abdominal wall; (2)
the uterine wall; and (3) the amniochorionic membrane - see Figure 1.

Figure 1

Drawing of a sagittal section of a female's
abdomen and pelvis showing a foetus in utero.
Veils of darkness are:

(1) the anterior abdominal wall;
(2) the uterine wall, and
(3) the amnio-chorionic membrane
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Verily, We creafed man from an exfracf of clay,

s/ //o}}/o// }
v} ufw Ol Al sl &

Then We made /7/m of a drop (Nuz‘fah) in a firm resting place;

£l S o0 V(A S L 077 g}

WW\L&»’«A&«.&J\WVS

Then We made the drop info a leech-like (clinging) structure (‘Alagah),
then we made the leech-like structure info a lump of chewed flesh
(/I//udghah)

/a///o /o//: La //o}o /o///

and we made the /ump of chewed f/esh into bones (‘lzama), then We

clothed the bones with flesh (Lahma);
LA }/o/ A

thereafter We caused /f fo grow /m‘o another creation.
VAN Ld

/
3, wﬂbd\ RS AR
So blessed be Allah, the besf of creators. (al Mu'minan, 23:12 -14)

The drop or Nutfah is usually translated as the sperm, but a more
meaningful interpretation would be the zygote which divides to form a
blastocyst which is implanted in the uterus (the firm resting place).

The word °Alagah refers to a leech or bloodsucker. This is an excellent
description of the human embryo from days 7-24 when it clings to the
wall of the uterus, in the same way that a leech clings to the skin. It is
remarkable how much the embryo of 23-24 days resembles a leech -
see Figure 2.

00,7 ?Bﬂiﬂ’* Figure 2

A drawing of a leech or bloodsucker and
below a drawing of a 24 day-old human
embryo. Note the leech-like appearance of

the human embryo at this stage.
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The word Mudghah means chewed substance or chewed lump. Toward
the end of the fourth week, the human embryo looks somewhat like a
chewed lump of flesh - see Figure 3. The chewed appearance results
from the somites which resemble teeth marks. The somites represent
the beginnings of the vertebrae.

Figure 3

A plasticine model of the human embryo
which has the appearance of chewed flesh.
Right, a drawing of a 28 day-old human
embryo showing bead-like somites which
resemble the teeth marks in the model
shown to the left.

“‘And we made the lump of chewed flesh into bones (‘Izama), then We
clothed the bones with flesh (Lahma)” The verse indicates that out of the
chewed lump stage, bones and muscles form. This is in accordance with
embryological development. First the bones form as cartilage models
and then the muscles (flesh) develop around them.

“Thereafter We caused it to grow into another creation.” This next part of
the verse implies that the bones and muscles result in the formation of
another creature. This may refer to the human-like embryo that forms by
the end of the eighth week. At this stage it has distinctive human
characteristics After the eighth week, the human embryo is called a
foetus. This may be the new creature to which the verse refers.

The interpretation of the verses in the Holy Qur'an referring to human
development would not have been possible in the 7th century A.D., or
even a hundred years ago. We can interpret them now because the
science of modern embryology affords us new understanding.
Undoubtedly there are other verses in the Holy Qur'an that will be better
understood in the future as our knowledge increases.

References

The Holy Quran, S V Mir Ahmad °Ali
“‘Before we are Born”, Keith L. Moore, University of Toronto, Canada.
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