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CLASS 11 - LESSON 1 
 
The Writing and Collection of the Holy Qur'án 
 
From the time of the first revelation, the Muslims began to write down the 
verses of the Holy Qur'án. They wrote the verses on animal-skins or 
parchment or other objects.  This is why, in many places the Holy Qur'án 
refers to itself as al-Kitáb (the written thing, the book) 
 
In addition, the Prophet (S) appointed special scribes to record the 
verses. Some of these scribes were `Alí bin Abí ^álib (A), Ubayy bin 
Ka`b, and later, Zaid bin Thábit. The Prophet (S) would immediately 
inform these companions of the revelation of any new verses. He used 
to worry that some of the verses might be forgotten, until Alláh assured 
him: 

ý16þ ãÐãQ áÄá å̀¯áXãÂ áÀáÊCátãÂ ãÐãQ å½ãäoádâW áÙ 
Do not move your tongue with it (the Qur’an) to hasten it. 

ý17þ âÐáÊDåoâºáÑ âÐá¯åÇá_ CáËå×áÃá® áäÉãH 
Verily, its collection and its recitation is Our responsibility. 

(al-Qiyámah, 75:16,17) 
 

At the time of dictation to the scribes, the Prophet (S) would also inform 
them of the placement of that áyah or áyát in the súrahs. It is for this 
reason that we find Madani áyát in Makki súrahs and vice versa. 
 
Unlike the Bible, the Holy Qur'án was already in book-form by the time 
the Prophet (S) passed away. A proof of this fact is his famous Hadithof 
Thaqalayn: 
“I am leaving behind among you two weighty (precious) things; the Book 
of Alláh, and my Ahlul Bayt…” 
 
Authenticity and Completeness of the Holy Qur’án 
 
The Shi`ah are often accused that they believe in a different Qur’án, one 
that contains 40 Parás (instead of 30)! This is, of course, a lie and 
anyone can visit our mosques anywhere in the world to see for 
themselves the copies of the Holy Qur'án that we recite from. 
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We believe that the Holy Qur'án that we have in our hands is no more or 
less than that which was revealed to the Prophet (S). This is for several 
reasons. 
 
1. Alláh Himself has undertaken the responsibility for preserving it as 

seen in the verse above. Furthermore, He says: 

ý41þ çqÖãqá® çPCáXã¿áÂ âÐáäÊãHáÑ åÈâÎACá_ CáäÇáÂ ãoå¾ãämÂCãQ BÑâoá·á¾ áÌÖãmáäÂB áäÉãH 
Verily, those who disbelieve in the Qur’án when it comes to them (should 

know) that it is a Book of exalted power. 
ý42þ èk×ãÇác èÈ×ã¿ác åÌãäÆ çÄÖãqËáW ãÐã·åÃág åÌãÆ áÙáÑ ãÐåÖákáÖ ãÌå×áQ ÌãÆ âÄã¦CáRåÂB ãÐ×ãWåGáÖ áÙ 

No falsehood can come at it from before it or from behind it. It is a 
revelation from the All-Wise, the Praiseworthy.(\á Mím, 41:41,42) 

 
2. There are may traditions from the Prophet (S) and our Imáms (A) 
describing the rewards (thawáb) of reciting individual súrahs of the Holy 
Qur'án. So if the complete Qur’án did not exist at the time of the Prophet 
(S), then he or his successors could not have described the thawáb of 
every súrah separately. 
 
 
References 
 
The Qur’án and Hadith, Syed Akhtar Rizvi, Pages 39-46. 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír by S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 2 
 

Du`á from the Holy Qur’án 
 
Introduction 
 
Du`á means a prayer to Alláh. It is different from @alát, because in Du`á, 
you can say the prayer in any language, at any time and in any manner 
you like. 
 
Imám `Alí (A) has said: “Put your faith in Alláh. Seek His protection. Ask 
from Him alone. To give as well as to withhold lies in His power. Ask for 
as much of His favours as you can. Alláh owns the treasures of the 
heavens and the earth.” 
 
Sometimes your Du`á is not immediately answered. Do not be 
disappointed, but continue to pray. Be patient and believe sincerely in 
His help. Acceptance of your prayer does not mean an instant fulfilment 
of your wish. Perhaps what you have asked for will prove harmful to you 
and not getting that request may be a blessing in disguise. 
 
Alláh says about Du`á, 
 

çSÖãoáº ØãäÊãIá¶ ØãäËá® ÕãjCáRã® áÀáÂáGás BálãHáÑ 
And when My servants ask you (O Mu<ammad) about me, then (say to 

them that ) verily I am very near. 

ãÉCá®áj BálãH ãBáäkÂB áTáÒå®áj âS×ã_âF 
I answer the prayer of the supplicant when he asks from Me. 

ý186þ áÉÑâkâwåoáÖ åÈâÏáäÃá¯áÂ ØãQ åBÒâËãÆåKâ×åÂáÑ ØãÂ åBÒâR×ã á̀Xåtá×åÃá¶ 
So they should hear My call, and believe in Me, so that they may be led 

aright. (al-Baqaráh, 2:186) 
 
The above should be recited before any other Du`á, as it increases our 
faith and reminds us of the close attention of Alláh. From this verse also, 
we learn that the recital of Du`á is necessary and Wájib for all Muslims.  
(Read more detail about verse 2:186 (Agha Púya’s commentary) in the 
Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali, pages 137,138) 
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The importance of Du`á is seen in @alát, where there is a special 
opportunity to do Du`á. This is in Qunút. In this lesson, we will learn the 
meanings of some Du`á that are found in the Holy Qur'án. 
 
Du`á 1 

ACáxáW ÌáÆ áÀåÃâÇåÂB ØãWåKâW ãÀåÃâÇåÂB áÀãÂCáÆ áäÈâÏáäÃÂB 
O Alláh, Master of the kingdom! You give the kingdom to whom You like, 

ACáxáW ÌáäÇãÆ áÀåÃâÇåÂB âãqËáWáÑ 

and You take away the kingdom from whom You like. 

ACáxáW ÌáÆ âäÁãmâWáÑ ACáxáW ÌáÆ âäqã¯âWáÑ 
You exalt whom You like and abase whom You like; 

ý26þ çoÖãkáº èAåØáw ãäÄâ¾ áÔáÃá® áÀáäÊãH âoå×áhåÂB á½ãká×ãQ 
in Your hand is the good; verily, You have power over all things. 

ãÄå×áäÃÂB Øã¶ ánCáÏáäËÂB âaãÂÒâWáÑ ãnCáÏáäËåÂB Øã¶ áÄå×áäÃÂB âaãÂÒâW 
You cause the night to pass into the day, and You cause the day to pass 

into the night; 

ãäØádåÂB áÌãÆ áYáä×áÇáÂB â^ãoåhâWáÑ ãYãä×áÇåÂB áÌãÆ áäØádåÂB â^ãoåhâWáÑ 
You bring forth the living from the dead, and You bring forth the dead 

from the living, 

ý27þ èPCátãc ãoå×á³ãQ ACáxáW ÌáÆ â¹âpåoáWáÑ 
and You give sustenance to whom You like, without measure. 

(Áli-Imrán, 3:26,27) 
 
The verses emphasise that Authority is Alláh’s alone. He can give it to 
someone or take it away. Similarly, dignity and respect are His to give 
and take away. His Power is over all things. Life and death and the 
natural order of day and night all progress by His permission. He is the 
only Provider and to Him alone we should turn. 
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The Prophet (S) and the Imáms (A) have encouraged us to constantly 
read this prayer so that our faith in the Power of Alláh becomes firmly 
rooted in our hearts and minds. It is highly recommended to recite this 
Du`á every morning after Fajr prayers, so that your livelihood is assured. 
 
This Du`á probably contains “Ismul Azam”, the greatest name of Alláh, 
and so if it is recited with complete faith and presence of mind, every 
legitimate desire will be accepted. 
 
Du`á 2 

ý109þ áÌ×ãÇãcBáäoÂB âoå×ág áYÊáFáÑ CáËåÇácånBáÑ CáËáÂ åoã·å²Cá¶ CáäËáÆD CáËáäQán 
O our Lord! We believe, so forgive us and have mercy on us, and You 

are Most Merciful. (al-Mu’minún, 23:109) 
 
Alláh says in the preceding verses that, in the midst of all the 
disbelievers, there was a group of people who always recited this Du`á. 
Recite this Du`á often in Qunút and at other times to gain the mercy of 
Alláh, which keeps you safe from the evil of this world and the 
punishment of the Day of Judgement. 
 
Du`á 3 

áAÒâätÂB â¸ãxå¿áÖáÑ âÍCá®áj BálãH áäoá§å£âÇåÂB âS×ã ầÖ ÌáäÆáF 
Is He not (the best one) who answers the distressed when he calls to 

Him, and removes the distress? (an-Naml, 27:62) 
 
Alláh asks who can be better than Him to turn to in trouble? Indeed, this 
prayer is the best one for removing distress and suffering. 
 
References 
 
Qunoot, Peermohamed Ebrahim Trust 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali  
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 3 
 

Stories from the Holy Qur’án 
 
Fir`aun of the Pegs. 
 
Prophet Músá rescued the Bani Isrá-íl from Fir`aun. He took them away 
from Egypt to Palestine. 
 
The kings of Egypt used the title Pharaoh or Fir`aun. The Fir`aun 
referred to in the Holy Qur’án is probably Rameses II.  
 
The Holy Qur’án says:  
 

ý10þ ãjCáWåÑáåÛB Õãl áÉåÒá®åoã¶áÑ 
And Fir`aun, the Owner of the Stakes (pegs). 

ý11þ ãjáÚãRåÂB Øã¶ BåÒá³á¦ áÌÖãmáäÂB 
Who transgressed in the cities, 

ý12þ ájCátá·åÂB CáÏ×ã¶ BÑâoá\å¾áGá¶ 
And multiplied wickedness therein, 

ý13þ èPBámá® á¥åÒás áÀâäQán åÈãÏå×áÃá® áäSá|á¶ 
So your Lord let fall on them the whip of punishment. 

ý14þ ãjCá{åoãÇåÂCãRáÂ áÀáäQán áäÉãH 
Verily, your Lord is (always) watchful. (al-Fajr, 89:10 - 14) 

 
Fir`aun used to kill everyone who refused to believe him as God. His 
favourite method of killing his victims was to nail them to the ground or a 
post. Hence he has been called “the owner of the pegs” in the above 
verse. Among those he killed was his wife Ásiya, who was a believer in 
Alláh. She has been named as one of the four noblest women ever 
created.
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The punishment of Alláh finally overtook Fir`aun. The Holy Qur’án says: 

áoådáRåÂB áÄ×ãMBáoåsãH ØãËáRãQ CáÊåpáÑCá_áÑ 

And when We caused the Bani Isrá-íl to pass through the sea, 

BæÑåká®áÑ Cæ×å³áQ âÍâjÒâËâ_áÑ âÉåÒá®åoã¶ åÈâÏá¯áRåWáGá¶ 
then Fir`aun and his army chased them in rebellion and hostility; 

áÁCáº â¹áoá³åÂB âÐá¾ánåjáF BálãH ÔáäXác 
And when he began to drown, he cried, 

áÄ×ãMBáoåsãH ÒâËáQ ãÐãQ åYáËáÆD ÕãmáäÂB áäÙãH áÐ~ãÂãH Ù âÐáäÊáF âYËáÆD 
“I believe that there is no God but He in Whom the Bani Isrá-íl 

believe…(Yunus 10:90) 
 
The mummified remains of Rameses II exist today in the Cairo Museum. 
Medical examination of the mummy reveals that the cause of death was 
drowning. 
 
Moreover, the examination of the mummy reveals that the body could 
not have stayed in the water for long, because it does not show signs of 
deterioration due to prolonged submersion. 
 
The Holy Qur’án says: 
 

æUáÖD áÀá·åÃág åÌáÇãÂ áÉÒâ¿áXãÂ áÀãÊákáRãQ áÀ×ãä á̀ËâÊ áÅåÒá×åÂCá¶ 
This day We save you in your body so that you may be a sign for those 

who come after you... (Yunus, 10:92) 
 
References 
 
Commentary Súra al-Fajr, S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
Qur’án and Modern Science, M Bucaille, Pages 16,17 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 4 

Súrah al `Alaq - 1 

Introduction 
 
This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has nineteen verses. It is Súrah 
number 96 in the Holy Qur’án. “`Alaq” means “Clot of blood”   

The first five Áyát of this Súrah were the first verses to be revealed to 
the Holy Prophet (S). After reciting or hearing the last verse, there is a 
Wájib Sajdah. 

Text and Translation 

ãÈ×ãcáäoÂB ãÌÇåcáäoÂB ãÐÃÂB ãÈåtãQ 
In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

ý1þ á¼áÃág ÕãmáäÂB áÀãäQán ãÈåsCãQ åFáoåºB 
1. Read (O Mu<ammad) in the name of your Lord who created (all 

things), 

ý2þ è¼áÃá® åÌãÆ áÉCátÊãåßB á¼áÃág 
2. He created man from a clot. 

ý3þ âÅáoå¾áåÛB áÀâäQánáÑ åFáoåºB 
3. Recite (O Muhammad)! Your Lord is the most honourable, 

ý4þ ãÈáÃá»åÂCãQ áÈáäÃá® ÕãmáäÂB 
4. Who taught (to write) with the pen, 

ý5þ åÈáÃå¯áÖ åÈáÂ CáÆ áÉCátÊãåßB áÈáäÃá® 
5.  (He) taught man what he did not know. 

ý6þ Ôá³å§á×áÂ áÉCátÊãåßB áäÉãH áäÚá¾ 
6. Nay, verily man tends to rebel, 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 5 

Súrah al `Alaq - 2 
 

ý7þ ÔáËå³áXåsB âÍDáän ÉáF 
7. As he thinks himself self-sufficient. 

ý8þ Ôá¯å_âäoÂB áÀãäQán ÔáÂãH áäÉãH 
8. Verily to your Lord is the return. 

ý9þ ÔáÏåËáÖ ÕãmáäÂB áYåÖáFánáF 
9. Have you seen him who forbids 

ý10þ ÔáäÃá{ BálãH BækåRá® 
10. A servant (of Ours) when he prays? 

ý11þ ÓákâÏåÂB ÔáÃá® áÉCá¾ ÉãH áYåÖáFánáF 
11. Have you thought if he (the prayer) is rightly guided, 

ý12þ ÓáÒå»áäXÂCãQ áoáÆáF åÑáF 
12. Or he enjoins piety? 

ý13þ ÔáäÂáÒáWáÑ áPáämá¾ ÉãH áYåÖáFánáF 
13. Have you thought that if he belies the truth and turns back, 

ý14þ ÓáoáÖ áÐáäÃÂB áäÉáGãQ åÈáÃå¯áÖ åÈáÂáF 
14. Does he not know that Alláh  sees? 

ý15þ ãUá×ã{CáäËÂCãQ Cæ¯á·åtáËáÂ ãÐáXËáÖ åÈáäÂ ÌãNáÂ áäÚá¾ 
15. Nay, (let him beware), if he does not desist We surely drag him by 

the forelock, 

ý16þ èUáNã¦Cág èUáQãlCá¾ èUá×ã{CáÊ 
16. A forelock, lying, sinning. 
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ý17þ ÐáÖãjCáÊ âåká×åÃá¶ 
17. Then, let him call his council of associates, 

ý18þ áUá×ãÊCáQáäqÂB âåkáËás 
18. We too shall call the (stern) keepers of hell. 

ý19þ åPãoáXåºBáÑ åkâ å̀sBáÑ âÐå¯ã§âW áÙ áäÚá¾ 
19. Nay, do not obey him, but prostrate yourself and draw near (to your 

Lord). 
Merits of Reciting Súratul `Alaq 
 
1.  The Holy Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites this Súrah will be 

regarded as though he has recited the entire Qur’án. 
 
2.  Imám Ja`far a# @ádiq (A) is quoted saying that one who recites this 

Súrah, then dies that day or night will have died as a martyr and like 
one who assisted the Holy Prophet (S) with his sword. 

 
Reference 
The Holy Qurán, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 6 
 

The Event of Ghadír 
 
After performing his farewell \aj, the Prophet (S) was heading back to 
Madina when the following Áyah was revealed: 

áÀãäQáän ÌãÆ áÀå×áÂãH áÁãqÊâF CáÆ å ã́äÃáQ âÁÒâsáäoÂB CáÏâäÖáF CáÖ 
O Prophet! Deliver what has been sent down to you from your Lord; 

âÐáXáÂCásãn áYå³áäÃáQ CáÇá¶ åÄá¯å·áW åÈáäÂ ÉãHáÑ 

and if you do not do it, (it will be as if) you have not delivered His 
message (at all); 

ãrCáäËÂB áÌãÆ áÀâÇã|å¯áÖ âÐäÃÂBáÑ 
and Alláh will protect you from (the mischief) of men; 

ý67þ áÌÖãoã¶Cá¿åÂB áÅåÒá»åÂB ÕãkåÏáÖ áÙ áÐäÃÂB áäÉãH 
verily Alláh does not guide a disbelieving people. (al Má`idah, 5:67) 

 
On receiving this command, the Prophet (S) stopped immediately and 
gathered the Muslims. The date was 18th of ¬ul \ijjah, 10AH. The place 
was Ghadír Khum. The Prophet (S) delivered a lengthy sermon, 
recounting and summarising the message of Islám. At the end, he asked 
the audience if he had conveyed to them the commands of Alláh, 
enumerating them one after the other. The huge gathering all said in one 
voice, “Yes!”. 
 
At this point, the Prophet (S) asked them, “Do I not have a greater 
authority over you than your own selves?” They agreed. Then the 
Prophet (S) called Imám `Alí (A) and raising him high so that everyone 
could see him, he said, “O people! Alláh is my Mawla (Master) and I am 
the Mawla of the faithful.” Then, he declared: 

åÊòÜæÌä¿ ïÏê¼ä¨ò¯ åÊòÜæÌä¿ åOæÄó· æÅä¿ 
Of whomever I am the Master, (this) `Alí is his Master. 

åÊAäeBä§ æÅä¿ êeBä§ äË åÊòÜ{Ë æÅä¿ ø¾AäË ìÁåÈé}¼»òA 
O Alláh! Love those who love him, and be the enemy of his enemies. 

åÉò»ähäa æÅä¿ ô¾åhæaAäË ÊäjäväÃ æÅä¿ æjåvæÃAäË 
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Help those who help him, and forsake those who forsake him. 
 
After this, the Prophet (S) descended from the pulpit and the Muslims 
gathered around Imám `Alí (A) to congratulate him and promise him their 
allegiance.  
 
With the matter of succession secure, the following verse was revealed 
at this time: 

åÈâ¿áËÖãj åÈâ¿áÂ âYåÃáÇå¾áF áÅåÒá×åÂB 
This day I have perfected for you your religion, 

ØãXáÇå¯ãÊ åÈâ¿å×áÃá® âYåÇáÇåWáFáÑ 
and have completed My favour on you, 

CæËÖãj áÅáÚåsãßB âÈâ¿áÂ âY×ã¢ánáÑ 
and have chosen for you Islám (as your) religion. (al Má`idah, 5:3) 

 
Imam `Alí ar Ri_á (A) has said that the day of Ghadír is a day of `Íd. It is 
a blessed day. One should fast and devote the day to the worship of 
Alláh. Amongst the A`mál are 2 Raka`at @alát (like Sub<), after which 
100 times “Al<amdu Lilláh” and 100 times “Shukran Lilláh” should be 
recited, followed by Ziyárat of Imám `Alí (A). 
 
References 
 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
Ahlul Bait; Their Status, Manner and Course, Al-Balagh Foundation 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 7 

Súrah al Inshirah 

Introduction 
 
This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Súrah 
number 94 in the Holy Qur’án. “Inshira<” means “Expansion”, and refers 
to the word “Nashra<” used in the first verse. 

This Súrah is considered as a continuation of the previous Súrah (a_ 
¬u<a).  

Text and Translation 

ãÈ×ãcáäoÂB ãÌÇåcáäoÂB ãÐÃÂB ãÈåtãQ 
In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

ý1þ á½ánåká{ áÀáÂ åbáoåxáÊ åÈáÂáF 
1. Have We not expanded for you (O Mu<ammad) your heart, 

ý2þ á½ánåpãÑ áÀËá® CáËå¯á¢áÑáÑ 
2. And taken off from you your burden, 

ý3þ á½áoåÏáª á¤á»ÊáF ÕãmáäÂB 
3. Which weighed down your back, 

ý4þ á½áoå¾ãl áÀáÂ CáËå¯á¶ánáÑ 
4. And exalted your fame? 

ý5þ BæoåtâÖ ãoåtâ¯åÂB á°áÆ áäÉãIá¶ 
5. Verily, with every difficulty there is ease, 

ý6þ BæoåtâÖ ãoåtâ¯åÂB á°áÆ áäÉãH 
6. Verily, with every difficulty there is ease, 

ý7þ åSá|ÊCá¶ áYå²áoá¶ BálãIá¶ 
7. So when you have completed (the duties of your ministry), then 

establish (your successor), 
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ý8þ åSá²ånCá¶ áÀãäQán ÔáÂãHáÑ 
8. And to your Lord, return. 

Tafsír 
Áyah 1: The term “expanded your breast (or heart)” is an expression 
used in the Holy Qur'án to mean increasing the capacity of the person to 
receive knowledge and guidance from Alláh. The Prophet (S) was 
specially blessed by Alláh to understand and carry out His commands. 
 
Áyát  2, 3: The burden is the great responsibility of spreading the 
message of Islam that the Prophet (S) worked so hard for. The Prophet 
(S) had prayed for a helper and Alláh had appointed Imám `Alí (A) to 
help him to lighten the burden. 
 
Áyah 4: The fame of the Holy Prophet (S) was secured for all time when 
Alláh made Salawát on him Wájib in every @alát and in the Adhán.  
 
Áyát 5,6: After declaring his Prophethood, the life of the Prophet (S) had 
been filled with struggle and difficulty. At times it seemed that Islam and 
the Muslims would not survive. He had faced all these trials with 
patience. Here, Alláh assures him that after hardship there would be 
ease. The verse is repeated to emphasise the promise of Alláh that the 
mission of the Prophet (S) would be successful and the whole of `Arabia 
would come under the fold of Islám. 
 
Áyah 7: This important verse is a command to the Prophet (S) to inform 
the people of his successor. Now that his mission was coming to an end, 
the Prophet (S) would soon depart this world. One important task that 
remained was to nominate his successor. He appointed Imám `Alí (A) at 
Ghadir Khum on 18th Dhul \ijjah in 10 AH. 
 
Áyah 8: An invitation from Alláh to the Prophet (S) to retire from this 
world of his own will and return to Him. 
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Merits of Reciting Súrah al Inshirah 
 
The Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites it will be given a reward 
as though he had met the Prophet (S) grieved, and had removed the 
cause of his grief. 
 
References 
 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali  
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy,  Yasin T. al Jibouri 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 8 
 

The Issue of Tahríf in the Holy Qur'án  
 
Tahríf refers to tampering with the letters or words of the verses of the 
Holy Qur'án, changing them from the original revealed form. There are 
many weak Hadith about such changes. Indeed, the Shi`ah are often 
accused of believing in a different Qur’an than the one in common use; 
one that contains many more verses, including some that clearly state 
the merits of Imám `Alí (A). These accusations are baseless, as we do 
not and have never had a Qur’an any different from the one all Muslims 
use today. 
 
The Holy Qur'án itself denies that any verses have been changed 
because Alláh Himself pledges to guard it: 

ý9þ áÉÒâ«ã¶CádáÂ âÐáÂ CáäÊãHáÑ áoå¾ãämÂB CáËåÂáäqáÊ âÌådáÊ CáäÊãH 
Verily, We have sent down the Reminder (Qur’an) and We will most 

surely be its guardian (al \ijr, 15:9) 
 
The Holy Qur'án further says: 

ý41þ çqÖãqá® çPCáXã¿áÂ âÐáäÊãHáÑ åÈâÎACá_ CáäÇáÂ ãoå¾ãämÂCãQ BÑâoá·á¾ áÌÖãmáäÂB áäÉãH 
Verily those who disbelieve in the Reminder (Qur’án) when it comes to 

them (should know) that it most surely it is a mighty Book. 

ãÐã·åÃág åÌãÆ áÙáÑ ãÐåÖákáÖ ãÌå×áQ ÌãÆ âÄã¦CáRåÂB ãÐ×ãWåGáÖ áÙ 

Falsehood shall never come to it from before it or from behind it, 

ý42þ èk×ãÇác èÈ×ã¿ác åÌãäÆ çÄÖãqËáW 
a revelation from the Wise, the Praised One. 

(\á Mím Sajdah, 41:41,42) 
 
From the above verses we see that the Holy Qur'án is divinely protected 
from any tampering. 
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The issue of Tahríf is based on the original collection and compilation of 
the verses of the Holy Qur'án, because there is no question that after the 
time of the third Caliph, the verses have been transmitted from Muslim to 
Muslim with any change. If there was any tampering, it would have 
occurred just after the passing away of the Prophet (S). 
 
From Hadith we know that this cannot have happened. Here are three 
proofs. 
 
1.  The Hadith of Thaqalayn is famous and undisputed. The Prophet (S) 

said, “I am leaving behind “Thaqalayn” (the two weighty things). The 
Book of Alláh (Qur’án) and my Ahlul Bayt….” The fact that he said he 
was leaving the Qur’án meant that it was already in a compiled form, 
and was known to the Muslims. 

 
2.  The Prophet (S) said, “Jibrá`íl had placed before me the Qur’án for 

review once a year and in the last year of my ministry, he did so twice 
which indicated that the time of my departure from this world was 
close at hand.” This shows that both Alláh and the Prophet (S) acted 
to ensure that no alteration in the verses could occur. 

 
3.   Various Ahádith from the Prophet (S) describe reciting particular 

Súras in certain prayers. If these Súras were not known to the people, 
they would not have understood what to do. It therefore follows that 
the Holy Qur'án was available already compiled in the lifetime of the 
Prophet (S). 

 
References 
 
The Collection & Preservation of Qur’an (Al Bayán fi Tafsíril Qur’án), 
Ayatulláh Syed Abul Qásim al Khu’í. 
The Holy Qurán, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 9 
 

Súrah al Layl 
 
Introduction 
 
This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has twenty one verses. It is Súrah 
number 92 in the Holy Qur'án. “Layl” means “Night”.  
 
Text and Translation 

ãÈ×ãcáäoÂB ãÌÇåcáäoÂB ãÐÃÂB ãÈåtãQ 
In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

ý1þ Ôáxå³áÖ BálãH ãÄå×áäÃÂBáÑ 
By the night when it veils (all things with darkness), 

ý2þ ÔáäÃá á̀W BálãH ãnCáÏáäËÂBáÑ 
By the day when it appears radiant, 

ý3þ Ôá\ÊâåÛBáÑ áoá¾áämÂB á¼áÃág CáÆáÑ 
By that (power) which created male and female. 

ý4þ ÔáäXáxáÂ åÈâ¿á×å¯ás áäÉãH 
Verily your striving is for diverse ends. 

ý5þ Ôá»áäWBáÑ Ôá§å®áF ÌáÆ CáäÆáGá¶ 
He who gives (to others) and adopts Taqwá (is mindful of Alláh’s laws), 

ý6þ ÔáËåtâdåÂCãQ á¹áäká{áÑ 
And believes in the best (Islam), 
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ý7þ Óáoåtâ×åÃãÂ âÍâoãätá×âËátá¶ 
We shall indeed make smooth the path to bliss for him; 

ý8þ ÔáËå³áXåsBáÑ áÄãháQ ÌáÆ CáäÆáFáÑ 
But he who does not give (is miserly) and thinks himself 

self-sufficient, 

ý9þ ÔáËåtâdåÂCãQ áPáämá¾áÑ 
And belies the best (Islam), 

ý10þ Óáoåtâ¯åÃãÂ âÍâoãätá×âËátá¶ 
We shall indeed make smooth for him the path to affliction, 

ý11þ ÓáäjáoáW BálãH âÐâÂCáÆ âÐåËá® ØãËå³âÖ CáÆáÑ 
And his riches will not avail him when he perishes. 

ý12þ ÓákâÏåÃáÂ CáËå×áÃá® áäÉãH 
Verily it is for Us to guide (show the right way), 

ý13þ ÔáÂÑâåÛBáÑ áTáoãgåÞáÂ CáËáÂ áäÉãHáÑ 
And to Us belong the end (hereafter) and the beginning (the worldly life). 

ý14þ Ôáä«áÃáW BænCáÊ åÈâ¿âWånámÊáGá¶ 
So I warn you of the blazing fire 

ý15þ Ôá»åwáåÛB áäÙãH CáÎáÚå|áÖ áÚ 
No one will be thrown in it but the most wretched, 

ý16þ ÔáäÂáÒáWáÑ áPáämá¾ ÕãmáäÂB 
Who belies the truth and turns his back. 

ý17þ Ôá»åWáåÛB CáÏâRáäËá ầ×ásáÑ 
He who safeguards himself against evil shall be removed far from it, 
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ý18þ Ôáä¾áqáXáÖ âÐáÂCáÆ ØãWåKâÖ ÕãmáäÂB 
Who gives of his wealth to purify himself, 

ý19þ Óáqå ầW èUáÇå¯ãäÊ ÌãÆ âÍákËã® èkácáãÛ CáÆáÑ 
And (not in return for) any favour done to him by anyone that should be 

recompensed, 

ý20þ ÔáÃå®áåÛB ãÐãäQán ãÐå_áÑ ACá³ãXåQB áäÙãH 
Save the seeking of the pleasure of his Lord, the Most High, 

ý21þ Ôá¢åoáÖ áµåÒátáÂáÑ 
And soon he shall attain contentment. 

 
Tafsír 
Áyát 1-4: Here Alláh mentions the contrast found in nature. The 
darkness of night is contrasted with the light of the day. The nature of 
men is contrasted with that of women. Similarly, the conclusion is found 
in verse 4, where it is stated that man’s aims in life are diverse - either 
towards good or in contrast, towards evil. 
Áyát 5-11: The righteous Muslim is identified as one who is generous 
with what he has been blessed with, one who is mindful of the limits set 
by Alláh and one who sincerely believes in Islám. For such a person, 
Alláh makes the path easier so that the journey to heaven is smoother. 
In contrast, the evil ones adopt miserliness, greed, arrogance and they 
belittle Islám. For them, Alláh makes the path to Hell smoother. And the 
riches which he was so proud of will be of no use to him in the hereafter. 
Áyát 12-21: Alláh has taken upon Himself the responsibility for the 
guidance of humanity. To this end He sent books, messengers and 
guides. After that, man was allowed to use his freedom of choice to 
decide his own actions. For those who choose to defy and disobey Alláh, 
a blazing fire awaits. They are described as the most wretched. On the 
other hand, those who choose the path of obedience and piety, for them 
awaits eternal bliss in the next life. They will be the content ones. 
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Merits of Reciting Súrah al Layl 
 
The Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites this Súrah will be given so 
much that he is satisfied, and Alláh will not let him be exposed to 
hardship and will make life easy for him. 
 
References 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali  
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy,  Yasin T. al Jibouri 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 10 
 

Prophet Ibráhím (A) and Namrúd 
 
When Namrúd claimed to be god, Prophet Ibráhím (A) confronted him. 
He first told the king that Alláh controls life and death, but Namrúd  said 
that he could order the death of any of his subjects at any time, so he 
too controlled life and death. At that time Prophet Ibráhím (A) issued 
another challenge and Namrúd could not reply.  
 
The Holy Qur'án says: 
 

áÀåÃâÇåÂB âÐäÃÂB âÍCáWD åÉáF ãÐãäQãn Øã¶ áÈ×ãÎBáoåQãH áä^Eác ÕãmáäÂB ÔáÂãH áoáW åÈáÂáF 
Did you not see him who disputed with Ibráhím about his Lord, because 

Alláh had given him the kingdom ? 

âY×ãÇâÖáÑ Ø~ã×ådâÖ ÕãmáäÂB áØãäQán âÈ×ãÎBáoåQãH áÁCáº ålãH  
When Ibráhím said to him: “My Lord is He who gives life and causes to 

die.” 

âY×ãÆâFáÑ Ø~ã×åcâF CáÊáF áÁCáº 
He said: “I (also) give life and cause to die.” 

ã¹ãoåxáÇåÂB áÌãÆ ãuåÇáäxÂCãQ ØãWåGáÖ áÐäÃÂB áäÉãIá¶ âÈ×ãÎBáoåQãH áÁCáº 
Then Ibráhím said: “Verily, Alláh  causes the sun to rise from the east, 

áoá·á¾ ÕãmáäÂB áYãÏâRá¶ ãPãoå³áÇåÂB áÌãÆ CáÏãQ ãVåGá¶ 
so you cause it to rise from the west !” Thus he who disbelieved was 

made speechless. 

ý258þ áÌ×ãÇãÂCáä«ÂB áÅåÒá»åÂB ÕãkåÏáÖ áÙ âÐäÃÂBáÑ 
And Alláh  does not guide the unjust people.(al Baqarah, 2:258) 
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Prophet Ibráhím (A) lived with his uncle Azar, who made and sold idols. 
While still a young boy of 16, he decided to confront his people.  
 
The Holy Qur'án says: 

ý51þ áÌ×ãÇãÂCá® ÐãQ CáäËâ¾áÑ âÄåRáº ÌãÆ âÍákåwân áÈ×ãÎBáoåQãH CáËå×áWD åká»áÂáÑ 
Verily, We gave Ibráhím his uprightness (from) before, and We knew him 

well. 

ý52þ áÉÒâ·ã¾Cá® CáÏáÂ åÈâXÊáF ØãXáäÂB âÄ×ã[CáÇáäXÂB ãÍãmáÎ CáÆ ãÐãÆåÒáºáÑ ãÐ×ãQáãÛ áÁCáº ålãH 
When he said to his father (uncle) and his people, “What are these 

images to which you cling (as objects of worship)?” 

ý53þ áÌÖãkãQCá® CáÏáÂ CáÊACáQD CáÊåká_áÑ BÒâÂCáº 
They said, “We found our fathers worshippers of them.” 

ý54þ èÌ×ãRâäÆ èÁáÚá¢ Øã¶ åÈâ¾âJCáQDáÑ åÈâXÊáF åÈâXËâ¾ åká»áÂ áÁCáº 
Verily, you and your fathers have been in clear error.” 

ý55þ áÌ×ãRã®áäÚÂB áÌãÆ áYÊáF åÅáF ãä¼ádåÂCãQ CáËáXåNã_áF BÒâÂCáº 
They said, “Have you brought us the truth or are you one of those who 

jest?” 

áäÌâÎáoá§á¶ ÕãmáäÂB ã¡ånáåÛBáÑ ãVBáÑCáÇáätÂB âäPán åÈâ¿âäQáän ÄáQ áÁCáº 
He said, “No! Your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, who 

created them; 

ý56þ áÌÖãkãÎCáäxÂB áÌãäÆ Èâ¿ãÂál ÔáÃá® CáÊáFáÑ 
and I am one of those who bear witness to this. 

ý57þ áÌÖãoãQåkâÆ BÒâäÂáÒâW ÉáF ákå¯áQ Èâ¿áÆCáËå{áF áäÉák×ã¾ááÛ ãÐáäÃÂCáWáÑ 
And, by Alláh, I shall devise a scheme against your idols after you go 

away and turn your backs.” 

ý58þ áÉÒâ¯ã_åoáÖ ãÐå×áÂãH åÈâÏáäÃá¯áÂ åÈâÏáäÂ Bæo×ãRá¾ áäÙãH BælBámâ_ åÈâÏáÃá¯á á̀¶ 
So he broke them into pieces, except the chief of them, that possibly 

they may return to it. 

ý59þ áÌ×ãÇãÂCáä«ÂB áÌãÇáÂ âÐáäÊãH CáËãXáÏãÂEãQ BámáÎ áÄá¯á¶ ÌáÆ BÒâÂCáº 
They said, “Who has done this to our gods? Verily, he is of the unjust.” 
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ý60þ âÈ×ãÎBáoåQãH âÐáÂ âÁCá»âÖ åÈâÎâoâ¾åmáÖ ÔæXá¶ CáËå¯ãÇás BÒâÂCáº 
They said, “We heard a youth speak of them. He is called Ibráhím.” 

ý61þ áÉÑâkáÏåxáÖ åÈâÏáäÃá¯áÂ ãrCáäËÂB ãÌâ×å®áF ÔáÃá® ãÐãQ BÒâWåGá¶ BÒâÂCáº 
They said, “Then bring him before the eyes of the people, that they may 

bear witness.” 

ý62þ âÈ×ãÎBáoåQãH CáÖ CáËãXáÏãÂEãQ BámáÎ áYåÃá¯á¶ áYÊáFáF BÒâÂCáº 
They said, “Did you do this to our gods, O Ibráhím?” 

ý63þ áÉÒâ»ã§ËáÖ BÒâÊCá¾ ÉãH åÈâÎÒâÂáGåsCá¶ BámáÎ åÈâÎâo×ãRá¾ âÐáÃá¯á¶ åÄáQ áÁCáº 
He said, “(No) he did it (who did it). Here is their chief, ask them, if they 

can speak.” 

ý64þ áÉÒâÇãÂCáä«ÂB âÈâXÊáF åÈâ¿áäÊãH BÒâÂCá»á¶ åÈãÏãtâ·ÊáF ÔáÂãH BÒâ¯á_áoá¶ 
Then they turned to themselves and said, “Verily, you are yourselves 

unjust.” 

ý65þ áÉÒâ»ã§ËáÖ AáÙâKáÎ CáÆ áYåÇãÃá® åká»áÂ åÈãÏãsÑâJân ÔáÃá® BÒâtã¿âÊ áäÈâ[ 
Then they turned down on their heads (utterly baffled). (They said) “You 

know full well that these (idols) do not speak!” 

ý66þ åÈâ¾âäoâ£áÖ áÙáÑ CæNå×áw åÈâ¿â¯á·ËáÖ áÙ CáÆ ãÐáäÃÂB ãÉÑâj ÌãÆ áÉÑâkâRå¯áXá¶áF áÁCáº 
He said, “What! Do you worship then beside Alláh that which cannot 

profit you, or do you harm? 

ý67þ áÉÒâÃã»å¯áW áÚá¶áF ãÐáäÃÂB ãÉÑâj ÌãÆ áÉÑâkâRå¯áW CáÇãÂáÑ åÈâ¿áäÂ èäµâF 
Fie on you and those you worship beside Alláh. What! Do you not 

understand?” 

ý68þ áÌ×ãÃã®Cá¶ åÈâXËâ¾ ÉãH åÈâ¿áXáÏãÂD BÑâoâ|ÊBáÑ âÍÒâºãäoác BÒâÂCáº 
They said, “Burn him and save your gods, if you do (anything at all)” 

ý69þ áÈ×ãÎBáoåQãH ÔáÃá® CæÆáÚásáÑ BæjåoáQ ØãÊÒâ¾ ânCáÊ CáÖ CáËåÃâº 
We (Alláh) said, “O fire, be cool and safe for Ibráhím.” 

ý70þ áÌÖãoátågáåÛB âÈâÎCáËåÃá¯á á̀¶ Bækå×á¾ ãÐãQ BÑâjBánáFáÑ 
And they intended to entrap him, but We made them the worst losers. 
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ý71þ áÌ×ãÇáÂCá¯åÃãÂ CáÏ×ã¶ CáËå¾ánCáQ ØãXáäÂB ã¡ånáåÛB ÔáÂãH Cæ¦ÒâÂáÑ âÍCáËå×áä á̀ÊáÑ 
And We delivered him and Lú> (and brought them safely) to the land 

which We have blessed for the universe. (al Anbiyá, 21:51-71) 
 
Reference 
The Holy Qurán, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 11 
 

Prophet Yúsuf (A) and the King’s Dream 
 
The adventures of Prophet Yúsuf (A) are recounted in detail in the Súrah 
by his name. After arriving in Egypt, he was falsely accused and was put 
in prison through no fault of his. The Holy Qur'án says: 

ý35þ èÌ×ãc ÔáäXác âÐáäËâËâ å̀tá×áÂ ãVCáÖÝB åBâÑáFán CáÆ ãkå¯áQ ÌãäÆ ÈâÏáÂ BákáQ áäÈâ[ 
Then it occurred to them (even) after they had seen the signs (of his 

innocence) that they should put him in prison for a time. 
(Yúsuf, 12:35) 

 
In prison Prophet Yúsuf (A) met two men, whose asked him to explain 
their dreams to them:  

ãÉCá×áXá¶ áÌå ã̀ätÂB âÐá¯áÆ áÄágájáÑ 
And two young men entered the prison with him. 

BæoåÇág âoã|å®áF ØãÊBánáF ØãäÊãH CáÇâÎâkácáF áÁCáº 
One of them said: ”Verily I saw myself (in a dream) pressing wine.” 
âÐåËãÆ âoå×áä§ÂB âÄâ¾åGáW BæqåRâg ØãsåFán á¹åÒá¶ âÄãÇåcáF ØãÊBánáF ØãäÊãH âoágÝB áÁCáºáÑ 

And the other said: “I saw myself (in a dream) carrying bread on my 
head, and birds were eating thereof.” 

ý36þ áÌ×ãËãtådâÇåÂB áÌãÆ á½BáoáÊ CáäÊãH ãÐãÃÖãÑåGáXãQ CáËåNãäRáÊ 
“Tell us” (they said) “the interpretation, verily we see you are one who 

does good.” (Yúsuf, 12:36) 
 
Prophet Yúsuf, (A) after preaching about Alláh, explained the two men’s 
dreams: 

BæoåÇág âÐáäQán Øã»åtá×á¶ CáÇâ¾âkácáF CáäÆáF ãÌå ã̀ätÂB ãØáRãcCá{ CáÖ 
 “O my two fellow - prisoners, as to one of you, he will pour out wine for 

his lord to drink; 
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ãÐãsåFáän ÌãÆ âoå×áä§ÂB âÄâ¾åGáXá¶ âSáÃå|â×á¶ âoágÝB CáäÆáFáÑ 
as to the other, he shall be crucified, then the birds shall eat from his 

head. 

ý41þ ãÉCá×ãXå·áXåtáW ãÐ×ã¶ ÕãmáäÂB âoåÆáÛB áØã£âº 
The matter that you two have asked has been decreed so.” 

(Yúsuf, 12:41) 
 
Prophet Yúsuf (A) then asked the prisoner that was to survive to mention 
him to the king, but the prisoner forgot until the king had a dream which 
no one could interpret:  

áÀãäQán ákËã® ØãÊåoâ¾ålB CáÇâÏåËãäÆ è^CáÊ âÐáäÊáF áäÌáª ÕãmáäÃãÂ áÁCáºáÑ 
And he said to him of the two who he knew would be saved, “Mention 

me to your lord.” 

ý42þ áÌ×ãËãs á°å£ãQ ãÌå ã̀ätÂB Øã¶ á]ãRáÃá¶ ãÐãäQán áoå¾ãl âÉCá§å×áäxÂB âÍCátÊáGá¶ 
But Shay>án caused him to forget to mention it to his lord, so he stayed 

in prison for some years. 

çµCá ã̀® ç°åRás áäÌâÏâÃâ¾åGáÖ èÉCáÇãs èVBáoá»áQ á°åRás ÓánáF ØãäÊãH âÀãÃáÇåÂB áÁCáºáÑ 
And the king said: “Verily I saw in a dream seven fat cows 

which seven lean ones were devouring, 

èVCátãQCáÖ áoágâFáÑ èoå£âg èVáÚâRËâs á°åRásáÑ  
and seven green ears (of corn) and other (seven) dry. 

ý43þ áÉÑâoâRå¯áW CáÖåJâäoÃãÂ åÈâXËâ¾ ÉãH áÕCáÖåJân Øã¶ ØãÊÒâXå¶áF âÜáÇåÂB CáÏâäÖáF CáÖ 
O my chiefs, explain to me my dream, if you can interpret dreams.” 

ý44þ áÌ×ãÇãÂCá¯ãQ ãÅáÚåcáÛB ãÄÖãÑåGáXãQ âÌådáÊ CáÆáÑ èÅáÚåcáF âZCá³å¢áF åBÒâÂCáº 
They said: “(These are) confused dreams, and we do not know the 

interpretation of such dreams.” 

èUáäÆâF ákå¯áQ áoá¾áäjBáÑ CáÇâÏåËãÆ Cá á̀Ê ÕãmáäÂB áÁCáºáÑ 
And he of the two was released, and (now) at length remembered, said: 

ý45þ ãÉÒâÃãsånáGá¶ ãÐãÃÖãÑåGáXãQ Èâ¿âNãäRáÊâF åCáÊáF 
 “I will give you its interpretation, so let me go for it.” 
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èÉCáÇãs èVBáoá»áQ ã°åRás Øã¶ CáËãXå¶áF â¼Öãäkãä|ÂB CáÏâäÖáF â¸âsÒâÖ 
 “O Yúsuf the truthful, expound for us the seven fat cows 

èVCátãQCáÖ áoágâFáÑ èoå£âg èVáÚâRËâs ã°åRásáÑ çµCá ã̀® ç°åRás áäÌâÏâÃâ¾åGáÖ 
which seven lean ones are devouring and the seven green ears (of corn) 

and other (seven) dry, 

ý46þ áÉÒâÇáÃå¯áÖ åÈâÏáäÃá¯áÂ ãrCáäËÂB ÔáÂãH â°ã_ånáF ØãäÃá¯áäÂ 
that I may return to the people, so that they may know.” 

CæQáFáj áÌ×ãËãs á°åRás áÉÒâ®ánåqáW áÁCáº 
He said: “You shall sow seven years as usual, 

ý47þ áÉÒâÃâ¾åGáW CáäÇãäÆ æÚ×ãÃáº áäÙãH ãÐãÃâRËâs Øã¶ âÍÑânámá¶ åÈâäWká|ác CáÇá¶ 
but that which you reap, leave in its ears, except a little, of which you 

shall eat. 

áäÌâÏáÂ åÈâXåÆáäkáº CáÆ áÌåÃâ¾åGáÖ çjBákãw ç°åRás áÀãÂál ãkå¯áQ ÌãÆ ØãWåGáÖ áäÈâ[ 
Then, after that, will come seven years of hardship which will consume 

all that you have laid up beforehand against them, 

ý48þ áÉÒâËã|ådâW CáäÇãäÆ æÚ×ãÃáº áäÙãH 
except a little which you shall preserve. 

ý49þ áÉÑâoã|å¯áÖ ãÐ×ã¶áÑ ârCáäËÂB âZCá³âÖ ãÐ×ã¶ çÅCá® áÀãÂál ãkå¯áQ ÌãÆ ØãWåGáÖ áäÈâ[ 
Then will come after that a year in which people will have abundant rain, 

and in which they will press (the grapes). (Yúsuf, 12:42-49) 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 12 
 

Signs of Alláh (Recitation Practice) 
 
In many places in the Holy Qur'án, Alláh recounts His Signs and asks us 
to think about them. Let us study some of these verses: 

çPBáoáw âÐåËãäÆ Èâ¿áäÂ ACáÆ ACáÇáätÂB áÌãÆ áÁáqÊáF ÕãmáäÂB áÒâÎ 
He it is who sends down water from the heavens for you; from it you 

drink, 

ý10þ áÉÒâÇ×ãtâW ãÐ×ã¶ çoá á̀w âÐåËãÆáÑ 
and out of it (grows) plants which you use as pasture for your cattle. 

áÉÒâXåÖáäqÂBáÑ áånáäqÂB ãÐãQ Èâ¿áÂ âYãRËâÖ 
He grows for you thereby corn, olives, 

ãVBáoáÇáä\ÂB ãäÄâ¾ ÌãÆáÑ áPCáËå®áÛBáÑ áÄ×ãháäËÂBáÑ 
dates, grapes and fruits of every kind. 

ý11þ áÉÑâoáä¿á·áXáÖ èÅåÒá»ãäÂ æUáÖÝ áÀãÂál Øã¶ áäÉãH  
Verily, in this is a sign for those who reflect. (an Na<l, 16:10,11) 

 

âÐâÊBáÒåÂáF Cæ·ãÃáXåhâÆ ã¡ånáÛB Øã¶ åÈâ¿áÂ áFánál CáÆáÑ 
And whatever He has produced in the earth of varied colours, 

ý13þ áÉÑâoáä¾áämáÖ èÅåÒá»ãäÂ æUáÖÝ áÀãÂál Øã¶ áäÉãH 
verily, there is a sign in this for those who (gratefully) bear in mind (the 

favours of Alláh) 

CæäÖãoá¦ CæÇådáÂ âÐåËãÆ åBÒâÃâ¾åGáXãÂ áoådáRåÂB áoáähás ÕãmáäÂB áÒâÎáÑ 
He it is who has made the sea submissive (to you) that you may eat 

fresh meat from it, 

CáÏáÊÒâtáRåÃáW æUá×åÃãc âÐåËãÆ åBÒâ_ãoåháXåtáWáÑ 
and obtain ornaments which you wear. 

ãÐãÃå£á¶ ÌãÆ åBÒâ³áXåRáXãÂáÑ ãÐ×ã¶ áoãgBáÒáÆ áÀåÃâ·åÂB ÓáoáWáÑ 
You see the ships cleaving through it that you may seek of His grace, 
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ý14þ áÉÑâoâ¿åxáW åÈâ¿áäÃá¯áÂáÑ 
and that you may give thanks. (an Na<l, 16:13,14) 

 

Bæoá¿ás âÐåËãÆ áÉÑâmãháäXáW ãPCáËå®áÛBáÑ ãÄ×ãháäËÂB ãVBáoáÇá[ ÌãÆáÑ 
And in the fruits of the date-palm and in the grapes, from which you 

obtain intoxicant drinks 

CæËátác CæºåpãnáÑ 

and (other) goodly nourishment. 

ý67þ áÉÒâÃã»å¯áÖ èÅåÒá»ãäÂ æUáÖÝ áÀãÂál Øã¶ áäÉãH 
Verily, in this is a sign for the people who understand. 

(an Na<l, 16:67) 
 

Bæoã|åRâÆ ánCáÏáäËÂBáÑ ãÐ×ã¶ BÒâËâ¿åtá×ãÂ áÄå×áäÃÂB CáËåÃá¯á_ CáäÊáF BåÑáoáÖ åÈáÂáF 
What! Do they not see that We have made the night so that the may rest 

therein, and the day to give them light (to see)? 

ý86þ áÉÒâËãÆåKâÖ èÅåÒá»ãäÂ èVCáÖáÝ áÀãÂál Øã¶ áäÉãH 
Verily, there are signs in this for people who believe. 

(an Naml, 27:86) 
 
Reference 
The Holy Qurán, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 13 
 

Science in The Holy Qur’án 
 
Embryology 
 
The description of the development of the human baby in the womb of 
the mother has been described in several places in the Holy Qur'án. 
Modern scientists marvel at the accuracy of the process described in its 
verses.  
 
The Holy Qur'án says: 

è¼åÃág ãkå¯áQ ÌãÆ Cæ»åÃág åÈâ¿ãWCáÏáäÆâF ãÉÒâ§âQ Øã¶ åÈâ¿â»âÃåháÖ 
He creates you in the womb of your mothers, in stages, one after 

another, 

èZáÚá[ èVCáÇâÃâª Øã¶ 
in three (veils of) darkness. 

ý6þ áÉÒâ¶áoå|âW ÔáäÊáGá¶ áÒâÎ áäÙãH áÐáÂãH áÙ âÀåÃâÇåÂB âÐáÂ åÈâ¿âäQán âÐáäÃÂB âÈâ¿ãÂál 
He is Alláh, your Lord. His is the kingdom (authority). There is no god but 

He, where then do you turn away? (az Zumar 39:6) 
  
The stages in the development of  human embryos was not described 
until the 20th century. According to modern scientific knowledge, the 
three veils of darkness may refer to: (1) the anterior abdominal wall; (2) 
the uterine wall; and (3) the amniochorionic membrane - see Figure 1. 
 
 

Figure 1 

Drawing of a sagittal section of a female's 
abdomen and pelvis showing a foetus in utero. 
Veils of darkness are:  
 
(1) the anterior abdominal wall;  
(2) the uterine wall, and  
(3) the amnio-chorionic membrane 
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ý12þ èÌ×ã¦ ÌãäÆ èUáÂáÚâs ÌãÆ áÉCátÊãåßB CáËå»áÃág åká»áÂáÑ 
Verily, We created man from an extract of clay, 

ý13þ èÌ×ã¿áäÆ ènBáoáº Øã¶ æUá·å§âÊ âÍCáËåÃá¯á_ áäÈâ[ 
Then We made him of a drop (Nu>fah), in a firm resting place; 

æUá³å£âÆ áUá»áÃá¯åÂB CáËå»áÃáhá¶ æUá»áÃá® áUá·å§âäËÂB CáËå»áÃág áäÈâ[ 
Then We made the drop into a leech-like (clinging) structure (`Alaqah), 

then we made the leech-like structure into a lump of chewed flesh 
(Mu_ghah) 

CæÇådáÂ áÅCá«ã¯åÂB CáÊåÒátá¿á¶ CæÆCá«ã® áUá³å£âÇåÂB CáËå»áÃáhá¶ 
and we made the lump of chewed flesh into bones (`I~ama), then We 

clothed the bones with flesh (La<ma); 

áoágD Cæ»åÃág âÍCáÊåGáxÊáF áäÈâ[ 
thereafter We caused it to grow into another creation. 

ý14þ áÌ×ã»ãÂCáhåÂB âÌátåcáF âÐáäÃÂB á½ánCáRáXá¶ 
So blessed be Alláh, the best of creators. (al Mu’minún, 23:12 -14) 

 
The drop or Nu>fah is usually translated as the sperm, but a more 
meaningful interpretation would be the zygote which divides to form a 
blastocyst which is implanted in the uterus (the firm resting place). 
 
The word `Alaqah refers to a leech or bloodsucker. This is an  excellent 
description of the human embryo from days 7-24 when it clings to the 
wall of the uterus, in the same way that a leech clings to the skin. It is 
remarkable how much the embryo of 23-24 days resembles a leech - 
see Figure 2. 
 

  

Figure 2 

A drawing of a leech or bloodsucker and 
below a drawing of a 24 day-old human 
embryo. Note the leech-like appearance of 
the human embryo at this stage. 
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The word Mu_ghah means chewed substance or chewed lump. Toward 
the end of the fourth week, the human embryo looks somewhat like a 
chewed lump of flesh - see Figure 3. The chewed appearance results 
from the somites which resemble teeth marks. The somites represent 
the beginnings of the vertebrae. 
 

Figure 3 
A plasticine model of the human embryo 
which has the appearance of chewed flesh. 
Right, a drawing of a 28 day-old human 
embryo showing  bead-like somites which 
resemble the teeth marks in the model 
shown to the left.  
 

“And we made the lump of chewed flesh into bones (`I~ama), then We 
clothed the bones with flesh (La<ma)” The verse indicates that out of the 
chewed lump stage, bones and muscles form. This is in accordance with 
embryological development. First the bones form as cartilage models 
and then the muscles (flesh) develop around them. 
 
“Thereafter We caused it to grow into another creation.” This next part of 
the verse implies that the bones and muscles result in the formation of 
another creature. This may refer to the human-like embryo that forms by 
the end of the eighth week. At this stage it has distinctive human 
characteristics After the eighth week, the human embryo is called a 
foetus. This may be the new creature to which the verse refers. 
 
The interpretation of the verses in the Holy Qur'án  referring to human 
development would not have been possible in the 7th century A.D., or 
even a hundred years ago. We can interpret them now because the 
science of modern embryology affords us new understanding. 
Undoubtedly there are other verses in the Holy Qur'án that will be better 
understood in the future as our knowledge increases.  
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